
BFA National Convention
Dayton Convention Center

General Schedule
Floor Plan

March 28-29 2025

Friday Mar 28 Theatre Class Room Class Room Class Room
Start End 312 302 304 310-311
8:30 8:45 Opening Remarks

8:45 9:45
Andy Baird Andrew Swick 
Accident Investigation - Eloy 

 Arizona T1
9:45 10:00

10:00 11:00
Alex McCarthy Weather Models 
vs Pibals T1

Sanne Harhuis Challenge 
yourself T3

Mike Lorentz NOBPA Green Zone 
project T2

Dave Sullivan Care and Feeding 
of your Digitool DBI3 T2

11:00 12:00
Peter Kubicek Operational risks, 
Best safety practices T1

Caryn Welz  Leveraging Model 
Balloons for Growth of the 
Ballooning Community T3

Matt Saal Hot air balloons and 
farming T3

Katie Griggs Hot Air Balloon 
Ground School T3

12:00 1:00

1:00 2:00 Josh Cato BFA Wind Explorer T3
Beth Wright-Smith Instruction for 
the instructor T3 

Ed Devore Uh Oh! Guide to stuff 
we rarely do T3

Al Nels Competition T3

2:00 3:00
Pat Cannon Aeronautical 
Decision Making T1

Zerek Welz Competition, what 
can it bring you T3

Tim Cloyd Power Line Safety T2 First Aid T3

3:00 3:15

3:15 4:15
Gordon Schwontkowski Gaming 
Safety T2

Gas Ballooning

Mike Emich 
Intro to Experimental Amateur-
Built Balloons 
T3 

Neil Davison What you need to 
know about your DPE and your 
check ride T3

4:15 5:15
Toby Brown Adventure Flying 
Kilimanjaro T3 

Lunch

Bio Break

Bio Break



BFA National Convention
Dayton Convention Center

General Schedule
Floor Plan

March 28-29 2025

Saturday Mar 29 Class Room Class Room Class Room Class Room
Start End 307-308 302 304 310-311

8:45 9:45 Pat Cannon Fars Josh Cato HotAir App T3
Gordon Schwontkowski Gaming 
Safety T2

Matt Saal Hot air balloons and 
farming T3

9:45 10:00

10:00 11:00
Caryn Welz  Leveraging Model 
Balloons for Growth of the 
Ballooning Community T3

Tim Cloyd Power Line Safety T2 Al Nels Competition T3
Katie Griggs Why we should 
teach safety T3

11:00 12:00
Alex Mcarthy Visualizing weather 
in 3D T1

Beth Wright-Smith Instruction for 
the instructor T3 

Mike Emich Intro to Experimental 
Amateur-Built Balloons T3 

Zerek Welz Competition T3 

12:00 1:00

1:00 2:00
Zerek Welz Competition, what 
can it bring you T3

Andy Baird Pilot Decision Making 
T1

Gas Ballooning
Mike Lorentz Crazy finds at 
annual and how to be prepared 
T2

2:00 3:00
Sanne Harhuis Competition, 
what can it bring you T3 307-308

Dave Sullivan Drone Update T3 First Aid T3
Pat Cannon Aeronautical 
Decision Making T1

3:00 3:15

3:15 4:15 Josh Cato BFA Wind Explorer T3
Ed Devore Uh Oh! Guide to stuff 
we rarely do T3

Neil Davison What you need to 
know about your DPE and your 
check ride T3

4:15 5:15
Alex McCarthy Weather Models 
vs Pibals T1

Petr Kubicek Operational risks, 
Best safety practices T1  

Dave Sullivan Care and Feeding 
of your Digitool DBI3 T2

Bio Break

Lunch

Bio Break


